
 

Term Two Number Seven, 2015       Thursday 28th May 

Tēnā Koutou Whānau, 

Golden Acorns 

I hope your child has been talking to you about the new Golden Acorns at Upper Hutt School. Golden Acorns are 

part of a new ‘positive behaviour for learning’ focus at school. As a staff we have been talking about the kind of 

behaviour we want at Upper Hutt School that supports learning and success for every child. Each teacher spoke to 

their class about the kind of behaviour they wanted in class and in the playground. We also 

wanted to know what was important to our children. During our Whānau evening, we also asked 

parents what behaviour was important to their family. In the last newsletter – I asked you to email, 

ring or to pop in see me. I wanted all parents to have an opportunity to share what was important 

to them around behaviour and learning. Not surprisingly, children, staff and parents spoke about 

wanting the same things: honesty, kindness, respect, care, empathy, being responsible and 

resilience.  Out in the playground we are awarding Golden Acorns to children who are showing 

these values and behaviours. These Golden Acorns then get put in a jar and two things happen. At full school 

assemblies, Golden Acorn cards get drawn out for individual children to win a prize. When there are enough 

Golden Acorns in the jar – the whole school gets recognition for their great behaviour. Children are currently 

sharing ideas about what they want their reward to be – they have ideas like pyjama days, a movie and popcorn, a 

games day and even a ‘no work’ day! So… ask your child if they have earned a Golden Acorn this week! 

Whole School Trip to Orongomai Marae 

On Wednesday, our whole school visited our local marae – Orongomai Marae. It 

was a special time for our school to be welcomed by kaumatua/ elders. We were 

welcomed with a powhiri where Mr Ewington spoke on our behalf. Upper Hutt School 

children heard about the history of Orongomai Marae and the significance of the 

wharenui. They learnt new actions to a song and played a game using only Māori 

language. Thank you to Whaea Briony and Mrs Antipas for organising and leading 

this visit. We look forward to continuing to have a special relationship with 

Orongomai Marae in the future. 

Inter School Cross Country (wonderful photos by Erin Edmonds at the end of this newsletter) 
Last Sunday we had a large group of runners represent Upper Hutt School at the Inter-School Cross Country Race. 
It was great to see so many parents supporting their children and all the Upper Hutt runners. I was very proud of all 
the children who participated. Congratulations to the following children who won places on Sunday and qualified for 
the Regional Cross Country race to be held at the end of June. Special congratulations to Olivia Yule for coming 
first in the Year 4 girl’s race! 

 Year 3 girls and under- Isabella Russell 4th 

 Year 4 girls- Olivia Yule 1st place, Bailey Nightingale 5th, Dayna Witana 7th. Olivia won a trophy and medal 
for coming 1st. 

 Year 5 boys- Riley Schindler 5th  

 Year 6 boys- Caleb Leader 10th. 
Thanks to Mr Ewington, Mrs Venter and Neteske Venter for their organisation and support of the team on Sunday. 
 
ERO – Education Review Office 
On Monday 15th June we will be welcoming ERO to our school to carry out their regular review. All schools get 
regularly reviewed by ERO to ensure they are meeting the needs of the School Community and the expectations of 
the Ministry of Education.  
 
 
 



Inter-School Swimming Sports 
On Tuesday 12th May, we had a small but talented and dedicated group of swimmers 
represent Upper Hutt School at the Inter-School Swimming Sports. I saw some wonderful 
technique and style from our swimmers as well as 100% effort! Congratulations to the 
following swimmers and their results: 

 Year 4 boys - Cooper Madsen 3rd place in 25m freestyle, 2nd in 25m Breaststroke. 

 Year 6 boys - Mitchell Thomas-Beck 4th in 25m backstroke, 2nd  in 25m Butterfly 

 Year 6 girls -  Oliana Tia 3rd place in 25m breaststroke.  
We also finished with a great result – our mixed relay team came 3rd overall. In the team were Mitchell Thomas- 
Beck, Oliana Tia and Shaun McCluskie. Well done! Thanks to the parents for their support and officiating at this 
event.  
 
F & PC – Fundraising and Publicity Committee 
Your Fundraising Committee will be selling sausages on the BBQ outside the Upper Hutt MEGA Mitre 

10 on Saturday 13th June, 9–4 pm. Do you have an hour or two available on the day to help 
us cook and sell them? If you are keen to help on the day, please email Mrs McPartland 
deb@upperhuttprimary.school.nz or call in after school to Little Stars and see Katie Durrant or Mrs 

McPartland.  Any amount of time would be appreciated. 

Put Friday the 26th June in your diary now – SCHOOL DISCO! We have some new ideas for a great 
fun Disco.  Book this date and watch this space for details  

The next F and PC meeting will be on Wednesday 24th June at 7pm in the Staffroom. We warmly invite you to 
come along and see what it is all about. We are always on the lookout for new ideas and welcome new members.  

Welcome to our Newest Families at Upper Hutt School 
Manaia Mairaro-Kingi - Room 8 
Justin Chok  - Room 8 
Ryan Nation – Room 8 
 
Lost Property 
We have a huge and growing pile of lost property at school. Can you please check the lost property areas closest 
to your child’s classrooms in the next two days please? Any unnamed clothing will be put in the clothing bin this 
Friday at 3pm.  
 

 
Grace Tilley and other families from Upper Hutt 
School were part of a large group from Girl Guides that 
were involved in a project to ‘Help Feed Cornish St’. 
The ‘Help Feed Cornish St’ project was devised by 
Pencarrow Girl Guiding with the idea to provide baking 
to help put a smile on the faces of those people in 
Cornish St, Petone, that were severely ‘hit’ by the 
flooding several weeks ago. Grace and her Mum Liz 
volunteered their time to help by baking. Last week 
they helped take 4 car loads of baking from Upper Hutt 
Guiding to Cornish St. The businesses were 
overwhelmed, grateful, and appreciative of the home 
baking. Many have had a huge challenge to get their 
businesses up and running again.  
 
Well done Grace and Upper Hutt Girl Guides for the 
wonderful community support! 
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Please check the school calendar on our school website for regular updates!  
Fri 29th May Seniors – Basketball Skills 

Mon 1st June School Closed – Queen’s Birthday  

Tues 2nd June BoT Meeting, 7pm in the Staffroom 

Thurs 4th June ALiM Maths Meeting (selected Year 4-6 parents have been contacted about this) 

Fri 5th June Seniors – Basketball Skills 

Thur 11th June Next newsletter goes home 

Mon 15th June Reports home this week 

Wed 17th & 
Thurs 18th June 

Learning Conferences (for parents, teachers and children to meet and talk about 
progress and achievement this year) 

 
Wellington EnviroWaste Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge New Date!! 
The revised date for the Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge is now Friday 4th September.  
  
Upper Hutt Netball 

The Netball season for Upper Hutt School has got off to a wonderful start with all 4 teams having a great time at the 

courts on a Saturday morning. The following children trailled for the Upper Hutt Junior Netball Development teams. 

Year 5: Jade Stephens, Shylah Neilson, Sierra Tai, Ruth Snijder 

Year 6: Ella Kennedy-Lysaght, Olivia Aranga 

Well done to all these girls for trialling and congratulations to Olivia Aranga who made the Year 6 development 

team and Ruth Snijder who made the Year 5 development team. Well done! 

Sore Throats Still Matter – a Note from the School Health Nurse 

Rheumatic fever is preventable. Sore throats matter, and if your child has a sore throat then it is important that they 

get it checked by their doctor or attend a sore throat clinic in your area. Sore throats can be caused by a certain 

type of germ (Group A streptococcal bacteria, commonly known as a ‘Strep throat’). If this germ is not treated, it 

may cause rheumatic fever and permanent damage to the heart.Treatment can be as simple as making sure your 

child is treated for strep throat with antibiotics taken once a day for 10 days. To prevent other people in the family 

getting strep throat, you should make sure that everyone in the house with a sore throat gets checked 

by a doctor, as the germ can be transferred from person to person through ‘saliva’ e.g. sharing drinks 

or food. To prevent ‘strep throat’ spreading, people should cover their mouth when they cough or 

sneeze. 

Community Notices 
Kids Cross Country Series - next event at Trentham Memorial Park 
Athletics Wellington is again running the Kids Cross Country Series over the winter months at various venues 
around the Wellington region. Our next event is Sunday 7 June at Trentham Memorial Park and the one after that 
at Sladden Park, Petone on Sunday 26 July. Races for pre-schoolers through to year 8s. This event has grown in 
the past couple of years with over 500 kids at our last event, so come along and have some fun. For more 
information or to enter go to www.athleticshub.co.nz or email rama@athleticswellington.org.nz  or phone 027 
3902735. 
 
David Hill Writing Workshop 
For budding authors a writing class with award-winning author/tutor David Hill. Sunday June 14th - 10.30am 
to 12.30pm at The Children's Bookshop, Kilbirnie Plaza. 
Morning tea provided. $25 each, strictly limited to 25 participants. 
This workshop is for writers aged 18+. 
To enquire further, and to book your place, please email books@thechildrensboookshop.co.nz 
 
ASG National Excellence Teaching Awards 
These awards provide an opportunity to say a special ‘thank you’ to inspirational teachers, directors and principals 
who demonstrate effectiveness, innovation, and excellence in their profession. 

http://www.athleticshub.co.nz/


If you would like to find out more go to www.asg.co.nz/nominate Nominations close 30 September 2015 
Please see wonderful photos from the Interschool Cross Country by Erin Edmonds below 

 

http://www.asg.co.nz/nominate

