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Tēnā Koutou Whānau                                                                                                   Thursday 12th May, 2016 

Board of Trustees Election - we need you! 

This year is a very important year for Upper Hutt School. This year is an election year for the Upper 
Hutt School Board of Trustees. Elections are held every three years. Over the school holidays you have 
received a nomination form and information about these important elections in June. Coming home with 
this newsletter is a letter from the current Board Chairperson - Gavin Willbond, with information about 
the election. The new Board of Trustees will set the direction for the school for the next three years 

(and beyond). We are looking for people who have a range of skills and experiences and who care about the education of all 
children at Upper Hutt School. Please contact Gavin or myself to talk further if you are interested in being on the Board of 
Trustees.  
 
Student Agency 
This year teachers have been talking about the words ‘student agency’. In years gone past, we have probably used the word 
‘engaged’. There has been a lot of research done recently across the world to help schools explore the concept of ‘student 
agency’ and how students can be more engaged with and in their learning. ‘Agency’ is more than being engaged - it’s having the 
capacity and power to act. We believe the more ‘agency’ students have, the more engaged they will be and the more success 
they will achieve. Here is a video clip of a well-respected New Zealand educator talking about ‘agency’ and why school 
communities need to explore how to give their students more ‘agency’ to prepare them for success in the future. Click on this link 
now  Learner Agency 
 
Health and Safety at Upper Hutt School 
Last month, new Health and Safety (H&S) legislation came into effect in New Zealand. Keeping children, 
staff and parents safe at Upper Hutt School and in our community is a priority for us. We have decided that 
every newsletter will have a segment on Health and Safety. This way we are all learning and thinking about 
keeping our children and ourselves safe at all times. Regularly talking about and reviewing H&S at Upper 
Hutt School happens at every level of our school. H&S is an agenda item for every Board of Trustees’ 
meeting and we discuss aspects of H&S at every staff Admin meeting. We also have a Health and Safety 
Team which meets regularly.  
 
Are you/we prepared for an emergency? Upper Hutt School has very clear emergency plans. As a staff, we regularly review 
these and have practice drills so staff and children know what to do should an emergency strike. We want to know that all our 
families are also prepared for an emergency. Going home with this newsletter is a ‘It’s easy - get prepared for an emergency’ 
booklet. Please take time as a family to go through this document so you feel safe in the knowledge you are prepared should we 
ever be in an emergency in the future. An emergency may happen during school hours - or it may be out of school hours. We 
want to make sure your children are safe at school and at home.  
 

 Please make sure the school has details of who is able to pick up your children should there be an emergency and you 
are unable to pick them up from school yourselves. We will not release your children to anyone unless you have them 
listed as someone who can pick up your children. Please contact the Office to make sure this information is up to date 
for your child. If you haven’t thought about it - please do so now. We have over 100 forms that have not been filled out 
by you and returned to school. For those children we have no updated names of people who can pick them up in an 
emergency. Please update these details now.  

 Please also talk to your children about if an emergency (e.g. earthquake) should happen while they are walking to 
school. Our recommendation is they keep coming to school so we can support them. This is just in case there is no-one 
at home should they head back home. 

 
Inter-School Cross Country this Sunday 

This Sunday we have a UHS Cross Country Team ready to compete in the Inter-school event at Harcourt Park. The 
School Fun Run provided a great platform to select a group of competitive runners ranging from Year 1-6. These 
children have been training over the last few days to get their fitness ready for the big event this Sunday. Students 
competing need to be at Harcourt Park at 1pm. All the best to our students competing - show that Upper Hutt School 

P.R.I.D.E! 
 

Scooter Helmets are now COMPULSORY at Upper Hutt School 
At playtime and lunchtime, it is wonderful to see so many children on their scooters. They race around, negotiate turns and do 
jumps on the ramps Mr Yarrall has made for them. We love the way children learn so many aspects about physics and maths 
through the use of their scooter (speed, distance, angles and mechanics etc.) For the last term, we have been observing the 

https://vimeo.com/85218303


children on their scooters and reviewing the School’s Accident Register (every child that is hurt gets 
entered into our School’s Accident Register). What is clear, is that the highest rate of accidents occurs 
with scooters. Now we don’t want to stop scooters at school. Learning to fall and get back up again 
(School Value - Determination) is a very important attribute to have. We just want to make sure their 
brains are protected! From now on, all children need to wear a helmet whilst riding a scooter at school. Andrew, from The Cycle 
Centre, has helmets from $40. The Warehouse has helmets ranging from $15. Please make sure they are named and fitted 
correctly so they keep your child’s brain protected.  
 

Make A Wish NZ is 
holding a nationwide ‘I 
wish I was’ Day on 
Friday 20th May. On 
Friday 20th May, 
children and teachers 
are encouraged to 

come to school dressed up as what they wish to be when they grow up. Make A Wish NZ’s mission is to grant the wishes of 
children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy. We are encouraging 
children to come along dressed up as their wish and to bring a gold coin donation. This donation will be used for a coin trail to 
send to Make a Wish NZ. Support this wonderful cause by bringing a gold coin and dressing up as ‘what you wish to be’ when 
you grow up.  
 
2016 Halberg Junior Disability Games  
Our very own Josh Tia and Keziah Ross participated in the Junior Disability Games 
in Cambridge from Friday 22 April to Sunday 24 April 2016. Over 15 sports were on 
offer during this three-day event. Both boys represented the Wellington Region and 
came away with some great results. Congratulations boys for the results you 
achieved and the effort and skill to achieve them.  
 
School Crossings - being a role model for your child 
I have noticed a growing number of parents that are not using the school crossings. 
Many are only metres from the school designated crossing - yet are running across the road with their children to get them to 
school. Teaching your children safe and smart habits when crossing the road from a young age is such an important thing to do. 
As an adult, you have the knowledge and experience to be able to navigate traffic and conditions to cross the road safely. 
Children - do not. Please be a great model for your and other children by using the school crossing. Children watch what you  
do - not just what you say. Let’s all work together to keep our children safe in and around our school.   

Bake Sale – Yum! 

Upper Hutt School’s Fundraising Committee are holding a bake sale on Wednesday 25th May to raise money for your children’s 

activities around school and within the classroom. We would love for the children of each family to create a baked sweet or 

savoury item for this cause (supervised by their caregivers). If time or desire is a factor, can we ask that you contribute $2 instead 

towards ingredients for the committee to bake items, to be given to your child’s teacher. The Bake Sale will be held on 

Wednesday 25th May at morning tea, lunch and after school – Kids bring your pocket money and buy your morning tea and lunch 

treats! We ask that baked goods please be delivered to your child’s class preferably after school on Tuesday 24th May and no 

later than before 9am on Wednesday 25th May. 

Thank you all for your ongoing support to our community.  Kind Regards, - Rogan and Keeley on behalf of the F& P Committee 

Welcome To Our Newest Families/Staff 

Sunshine Room - Carter Mariu, Briar Murphy, Vanessa McLean,  

Payton Churchward-Budd, Basil Cameron, Zara O’Donnell, Mrs Claire Martin  

Room 3 - Maise DeMurth-Berry 

Room1 - Lisa Vasina 

Team Ten – Ms Tracy Davies  

Dates of importance – please check the Upper Hutt School Website for regularly updated dates! 

12th May  
 Whanau Hui 6:30 – 7:15pm 

12th May 
F & PC Meeting 7:15 – 9pm 

15th May 
Inter-School Cross Country 

17th May 
BoT Meeting 7-9pm 

 


