
 

Term One, Number Two    

Tēnā Koutou Whānau                                                                                                                           Friday 26th February, 2016 

 

Our Learning Focus for Term One - Community 

This Term our learning focus/topic is ‘Community’. All of our students are focusing on what it means to be involved in and part of 

a community. Students are exploring a range of communities - the similarities and differences, common goals and purposes.  

 

To date, classes have been setting up their own ‘learning communities’ within their classroom. A 

significant part of this was the Partnership Meetings on Wednesday when you (a vital part of our 

Learning Community) came to talk about your child, connect with their teacher and hear the children talk 

about their classroom and learning. The best ‘learning communities’ are the ones when families, children 

and teachers work together. Thank you to all the families who were able to come on Wednesday night. 

 

Do You Want To Help Set The Direction of Upper Hutt School In The Future? 

This year is an important year for Upper Hutt School. This year is the election year for the Board of Trustees. Elections are held 

every three years. We are looking for people who have a range of skills and experiences and who care about the education of all 

children. If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a Trustee, here is a video link outlining the role - Becoming a 

Trustee. You are warmly invited to attend a Board Meeting to find out what the role is all about. The next Board Meeting is on 

Monday, 4th April at 7pm in the Staffroom. All Trustee training is provided free to Board members :) 

 

Communication With You - we want to get it right! 

We are working on making sure our communication with you is great! Last year, the main form of communication was through our 

fortnightly newsletter and our school Facebook page. What we need from you is feedback about how it is currently working for 

you. It was good to hear from some parents recently that it felt like there had been lots of notices coming home 

every day. We are going to commit that from now on, our communication day will be a Thursday. Please check 

your emails and child’s school bag on a Thursday.  

What we are also going to develop is communication via our school website. We plan to start putting snapshots 

of children's’ learning up most days - so our school website should now be added to your favourites on your 

computer and phone! Communication works best of course when it is two ways. What we would like you to do is to actively look 

on our school website regularly as all sports information will be going on our website from now on. So in short, if you want to find 

out information - please look on our website. Any feedback about what would work for you is greatly appreciated. Come into the 

Office or email Jo at principal@upperhuttschool.nz  any time.  

 

School Donations 

By now you will have received letters home advising you of the school donations for 2016. Every year, the school is given an 

‘Operation Grant’ from the Government which is based on the number of children we have at school and our decile rating. As you 

can imagine, with 2,538 schools in New Zealand, the money needs to be spread widely.  The operation budget covers essentials 

and not much more. Your school donations go directly to areas that support your children with their learning - the Library, art and 

craft gear, sports gear etc. The donation for 2016 (which is the same it has been for the last three years) is $100 if you have one 

child coming to Upper Hutt School - with a $20 discount if paid before the end of Term One. $90 per child if you have more than 

one child attending school - with a discount of $10 if paid before the end of Term One. Thank you to all the families who have 

paid their school donation already. 

 

NZ Kids Food - School Lunches are Starting at Upper Hutt School!  

We have decided to offer the option of bought lunches at School. NZ Kids Food is an online lunch 

ordering service for parents and payments are processed via our website at www.nzkidsfood.co.nz. 

This service is available in 85 schools throughout Wellington and has over 1400 registered users. NZ Kids Food aim to provide an 

easy, convenient and most importantly, healthy lunch service for children and their families. We have a standard price per lunch 

pack of $5.20 or $3.70 for Community Service cardholders. 

 

 

http://resources.nzsta.org.nz/videos/PD/Becoming%20a%20Trustee/html5video.html
http://resources.nzsta.org.nz/videos/PD/Becoming%20a%20Trustee/html5video.html
mailto:principal@upperhuttschool.nz


The lunch pack consists of the following:  

1 x sandwich/wrap 

1x fruit yogurt 

1x bakery option (cookie or muffin) 

2x fruit or 1x fruit and 1x pretzels/crackers 

1x carrot sticks or 1x carrot/celery sticks  

  

Lunch packs are dropped off to the School Office for the day they are ordered. For every lunch that is ordered and delivered to 

your school, NZ Kids Food will contribute 10c back to the School Community in support of our service. 

 

Inter-School Cricket 

Last Tuesday, our Inter-School Cricket teams played in the Super 8 Tournament at Trentham Memorial Park. A great day of 

cricket was had by all with our Girls Team - the UHS Blaze - coming 2nd, losing to Silverstream by only 7 runs in the final game. 

Our Boys Teams had mixed results but showed steady progress in all aspects of their cricket. It was great to see so many 

students keen and eager to play cricket. A big thank you to parents who supervised and came along to support our teams. 

 

Scooters - Please give them names and wear a helmet! 

At playtime and lunchtime, you should see all the children on their scooters. They race around, negotiate 

turns and even do ‘jumps’ on the ramps Mr Yarrell has built for them. We are still exploring how we can 

extend the ‘scooter space’ for children and will give you updates about this during the Term (as a result of the 

P.R.I.D.E. Scooter Project at the end of last year). A big problem we have at the moment is children ‘losing’ 

their scooters. Can you please make sure that your child’s scooter is named and that they take it home each 

day? I sometimes walk around and collect ten or more that are left here at the end of the day or the week. 

Whilst it is not compulsory, it is highly recommended that children wear helmets when riding their scooters. 

 

The Fundraising Committee would like to thank the following people who helped at last weekend’s Mitre 

10 Sausage Sizzle: Jeremy, Miriam, May and Bryan, Shay and Sarah, Jean, Kim, Kayleen, Jim, Brent, 

Glen, Janine, Una, Andrew and Rogan. Also a big THANK YOU to everyone who popped down to buy a 

yummy sausage. Money raised will go towards the purchase of new Sports and PE gear for our kids. 

  

We know our school kids love sausages so we are having a Lunch-time Sausage Sizzle on Friday 4th 

March. If you would like to order your child a sausage, please have money and form back at school no later 

than Tuesday 1st of March at 9am.   

  

The School’s Fun Run/Walk is happening on Thursday, 24th March. A Sponsorship Form will be going 

home with your child today. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your support. We have set our 

School the target of raising $10,000!! Think of what Sports and PE gear that would buy for our School. If we do achieve this target 

- the whole school is going to celebrate with a Golden Acorn Day! The children are currently dreaming up ideas of what they 

could do on this day…...from making ‘Fairy Bread’ to a whole school water-fight! It will be voted on so watch this space :) 

  

The Fundraising and Publicity Committee is working hard to put together a great prize pool and wish to give a special thanks to 

those who have already donated some awesome prizes - Circa Theatre, Silverspoon Restaurant, Whittakers Chocolates, 

ASB, Sports Wellington, Staglands, Copthorne Hotel and Resort, New Leaf, The Cossie Club and H2O Extreme.  

  

Our next Committee Meeting will be held in the staffroom at 7pm on Thursday, 10th March. As always, you are very welcome to 

come along and see what we are all about. 

  

Welcome To Our Newest Families 
Room 8 - Coby Gage-Topp , Georgia Witika 
Room 9 - Aubrey Mon  

Rainbow Room - Juliet Murphy,  Carly Duffell       

Room 6 – Kyran Eady 



Community Notices 

Annette’s Place 
There is now another option for parents whose child has some learning needs. Annette’s Place offers one-on-one 

weekly teaching in a quiet place with the parent present. Just right for those children who require special care in order 

to learn. This service is available for children aged 4 to 8 years. They may have a diagnosis, such as dyspraxia or 

autism, or may be prematurely born, or may just be having some difficulties with learning or fine motor skills. 

Annette has had many years experience working with children who have learning needs and is well qualified in early 

development and education. She offers a free initial consultation. Contact her by phoning  021 2997 456 or emailing   

annette@theinnerpath.co.nz       www.annettesplacenz.com  

 

 

Private Piano Tuition - Trentham  

Kind, experienced teacher 

Exam option 

Phone Anne: 934 6843 or 027 7762 880 

  

 

 

 

NEW WORKSHOP OPENED IN UPPER HUTT 

AUTO MAINTENANCE (HUTT) LTD 

5 BLENHEIM STREET 

UPPER HUTT 

 

WOF FROM $45 - GOOD QUALITY WORK AND CUSTOMER SERVICE 

GUARANTEED 

IF YOU MENTION YOUR CHILDREN GO TO UPPER HUTT SCHOOL, WE 

WILL RECEIVE 10% OF MONIES PAID 

 

 

The Parenting Place | Family is Everything | 04 934 8483 

The Parenting Place has a fantastic parenting course called Building Awesome Whānau Toolbox coming up, so 

parents can begin the year with a few more tools under their belt and a smile on their face. The Parenting Place is a 

NZ Charity which exists to support and equip parents. There is a standard cost for participating in a Toolbox Parenting 

Group, but we can help with subsidies for anyone who needs assistance with the cost. The Government provides 

funding for foster parents, whānau caregivers, adopters, grandparents raising grandchildren and home-for-life parents. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to phone Natalie Alabaster 04 934 8483 

 

Bike-The-Trail  

Bike-the-Trail is a family fun day out with an enjoyable scenic bike ride along the 

Hutt River Trail. Participants can begin at either Harcourt Park in Upper Hutt or 

Eastern Hutt Road in Stokes Valley. Everyone finishes at Hikoikoi Reserve in 

Petone. There will be food/drink, prizes, music, entertainment and activities 

available for the whole family as well as free return transport back to their starting 

locations. There will be a bike worth $1,000 up for grabs on the day! Here is the 

website if you would like further details: www.bikethetrail.co.nz  
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