
  
Term Three, Number Fourteen, 2015           Friday 25th September 

Tena koutou Parents and Caregivers, 

The end of Term Three already! What a busy learning Term it has been here at Upper Hutt School!  

 

Upper Hutt School has PRIDE 

It’s official - Upper Hutt School has PRIDE! After working with our children all Term on Values, getting feedback 

from you about what Values are important and taking a community vote - the Values which will help ‘steer’ 

Upper Hutt School into the future have been decided!  

P - Partnership - children, families and school (the whole community) working together to grow great children 

R - Respect - respecting ourselves, each other, our school and our community 

I  - Integrity - doing the right thing and with an honest heart 

D - Determination - having focus, perseverance and belief  

E - Excellence - being the best we can be and aiming for excellence 

Thank you to the many families who came to our Learning Expo yesterday. On display 

was the wonderful learning that the children have been doing about their School 

PRIDE. I have been very impressed with the level of learning and engagement with our 

children around the School Values. I also want to thank the dedicated and talented 

teachers who have worked so hard to inspire the children with their learning. Every 

day I walk into classrooms that are just buzzing with learning and energy. Thank you 

children and thank you teachers… and while I am at it, thank you parents and families 

for the huge part you play in partnership with us so your child - and every child meets with success. 

Whanau Hui 

Last Thursday, we had over thirty families join us for our first ever Whanau Hui. During this Hui, we discussed 

how we could further strengthen ‘culture’ at Upper Hutt School. There were many ideas and beliefs shared. 

One of our kind parents is currently typing those ideas up and we will send this out to you early next Term for 

your feedback. One belief that came through strongly at the Hui was that we all wanted a school with a strong 

sense of community - where everyone belonged and was valued. This belief fits perfectly with the concept of 

Upper Hutt School PRIDE. We will be sharing this plan with you early next Term - watch this space! 

Our Kapa Haka On Stage! 

Congratulations to our Kapa Haka Group who were part of the Upper Hutt 

Cultural Festival on Wednesday. Every school in Upper Hutt performed and 

our children did us proud! I would like to acknowledge the huge contribution 

that Whaea Briony makes to Upper Hutt School, both in terms of our Kapa 

Haka Group and with the Te Reo and Tikanga teaching she does in all of the 

classrooms each week. Thank you also to the parents who supported our 

children at the Festival.  

Whole School Shared Lunch - We like to do things together at Upper Hutt School! 

What a great afternoon we had on Monday. Three hundred and sixty five children had a shared lunch! They 

were amazing and YOU were amazing too - sending along so much wonderful food for us all to share together. I 

have never had a shared lunch with a whole school before. The children were very well-behaved and showed 

great respect and manners! AGAIN - thank you to the parents that joined us and helped with so much of the 

prep and cleaning up. What a FANTASTIC school we have! 



Last Friday we held our school skip-a-thon. We had slow skipping, fast skipping, 

skipping in pairs, skipping in groups, even skipping with clothes! Jump Rope for 

Heart is a physical activity programme that  encourages children to become more 

active, learn new skills and raise money for the Heart Foundation. Nearly $1,700 

was raised by our school community. Half of this will go to the Heart Foundation 

and half will be used to purchase more sports equipment to further encourage fitness and health with our 

children. Thank you Upper Hutt Families for this generous support.  

The latest Sports purchase has been two Unicycles. This is to help encourage our children to 

‘live’ our school values - especially determination! All families are welcome to come and 

have a go on the unicycle….you just need a helmet and lots of determination and 

perseverance. There will be a PRIZE for the first child who can unicycle around the netball 

court! Mrs Grant will buy you lunch! Who will be the first? 

F & PC - You are so wonderful! 

Huge thanks to the F & PC for their AMAZING support this week. They ran a fantastic Bring 

and Buy on Wednesday. Special thanks to the parents that stayed ALL DAY to run this for our children. What a 

great way to ‘reuse’ unwanted toys, games and books. Children went running into the hall with their $1 and 

came out with a small bag of goodies for the holidays! 

Plastic Bottle Top Collection 

Whenever you have any plastic bottle tops or container lids (any size) could you please save them and send 

them to school. We are hoping to use these as part of a recycling art project next Term. There will be a box left 

in the Office area for your children to deposit these into. Kind regards - Kirsten Foley & Jackie Lindsay 

Welcome To Our Newest Children And Their Families 

Samuel Pritchard-Glen - Little Acorns 

Caylin Van Der Lith - Little Acorns 

School Dates 

Mon 12th October Term Four begins 

 

Thurs 15th 

October  

NZ ShakeOut Day - being prepared for an earthquake! 

Mon 19th October Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm 

 

Have a wonderful break with your children. 

Kind regards, Jo Grant - Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


